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Please ask for: Mr S Brooks 
Direct Line: (01322) 343317 
Direct Fax: (01322) 343958 
E-mail: steve.brooks@dartford.gov.uk 
DX: 31908 
 
Your Ref:  
Our Ref: FOI 940 
 
Date: 24 May 2011  
 

 
Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 - Request for Information 
 
I am writing in respect of your enquiry dated 5 April 2011, for information held by the 
Council.  Your enquiry is being dealt with under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. 
 
1. You have requested information relating to: 
 
“I am writing to obtain information about council attendance at, or hosting of, ‘award 
ceremonies’ and ‘conferences’. ‘Award ceremonies’ should include, but not be restricted to, any 
event attended or held by the council to reward staff for quality of performance etc. 
‘Conferences’ should include, but not be restricted to, any event aiming to bring together 
members of a profession or industry for multiple social engagements, networking and/or 
professional seminars. 
  
To outline my query as clearly as possible: 
  

1.    Please provide details relating to your authority’s involvement in, and attendance at, 
award ceremonies during 2010-11, including the amount paid for each event (or the 
amount outstanding if not yet paid): 
a.  Total cost 
b.  Cost of attending the event (ticket prices for each member of staff) 
c.   Hotel or other accommodation costs in connection with the event 
d.  Travel costs in connection with the event 
e.  Any other expenditure associated with the event 

Please also state: 
f.   The number of officers and/or councillors who attended each event 
g.  The name of the event 
h.  The formal agenda of the event, if there was one 

  
If there was any cost recouped from ticket sales, food sales etc, please indicate this in the 
response. 

  
  

Steve Brooks Head of Finance & Resources 
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2.    Please provide details relating to your authority’s involvement in and attendance at 
conferences, including or excluding award ceremonies, during 2010-11, including the 
amount paid for each event (or the amount outstanding if not yet paid): 
a.  Total cost 
b.  Cost of attending the event (ticket prices for each member of staff) 
c.   Hotel or other accommodation costs in connection with the event 
d.  Travel costs in connection with the event 
e.  Any other expenditure associated with the event 

Please also state: 
f.   The number of officers and/or councillors who attended each event 
g.  The name of the event 
h.  The formal agenda of the event, if there was one 

 
If there was any cost recouped from ticket sales, food sales etc, please indicate this in the 
response.” 
 

 
2. The following information is provided free of charge in response to your enquiry:   
 

1. Only one award ceremony was attended. Four officers and the Leader of the 
Council attended the Institute of Civil Engineers Community Wards on 18 
June 2010. There was no cost to the Council. 

 
2. Officers of the Council attended the following conferences in 2010/11: 

 
Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors Local Government Conference on 17 
June. One officer attended at a cost of £216. 
 
Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy Annual Conference on 
5-7 July. One officer attended at a cost of £1,125 (conference £725; hotel 
£400). 
 
International Fire and Security Exhibition and Conference on 18/19 May. One 
officer attended at a total cost of £375. 

 
 

3. If you are unhappy with the way in which your enquiry has been dealt with, you 
may ask for an internal review by initiating the Council’s Corporate Complaints 
Procedure, details of which may be obtained by logging onto the Council’s 
website http://www.dartford.gov.uk/council/ or telephoning or emailing me.  
Should you remain dissatisfied with the decision on internal review, you may 
appeal to the Information Commissioner, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF. 

 
I would be grateful if you would address any future correspondence you may have in 
relation to this matter, to me, quoting the reference number FOI 940.  Please familiarise 
yourself with the informative on re-use of information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Steve Brooks 
 
Head of Finance and Resources 
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INFORMATIVE 
 
 
 
RE-USE OF INFORMATION - Terms and Conditions and Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 
1988 (as amended) and Re-Use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2005 
 
In most cases, Dartford Borough Council will own the copyright.  However, we draw your attention to 
the fact that some or all of the documents may be the copyright of another person or organisation. 
 
For documents where the copyright is owned by Dartford Borough Council, subject to applying to us for 
a Standard Re-use Licence, you may re-use any of the documents supplied in any format or medium for 
the following purposes: for personal use including non-commercial research purposes, private study, 
internal circulation within your organisation or for the purposes of news reporting.  However this is 
subject to the information contained within the documents being used accurately and not in a misleading 
context.  You should also identify Dartford Borough Council as the source of the information. 
 
If you would like to re-use our documents for other purposes e.g. publishing them or using them 
commercially, then you will need to ask for our consent. You will be advised of any charge due to be 
paid in these circumstances and the terms of a specific licence for re-use for commercial purposes will be 
agreed.  Please note that any fees already paid (if any) under the Freedom of Information legislation in 
respect of the information will be deducted from the charge for its re-use. 
 
You can make a formal application for re-use by writing to or emailing:  
 
The Freedom of Information Officer 
Dartford Borough Council 
Civic Centre 
Home Gardens 
Dartford 
Kent DA1 1DR 
DX: 142726 DARTFORD 7 
Email: foi@dartford.gov.uk 
 
Full guidance on how to make an application to re-use our information can be found in our Re-Use Policy 
at www.dartford.gov.uk 
 
For documents where an organisation or person other than Dartford Borough Council owns the copyright, 
you will need to apply direct to the copyright owner to reuse them.  Where possible we can help you 
identify the copyright owner and their contact details. 
 
Compliance with intellectual property right legislation is solely your responsibility and Dartford borough 
Council accepts no liability for infringement of any intellectual property rights, including but not limited 
to copyright. 
 
If you need additional support, please let us know as soon as possible.  If you have difficulty reading this 
Licence, we can make reasonable adjustments to assist you, in line with the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 2000.  We can also help if English is not your first language.  Please 
contact our Customer Services on 01322 343434 or email customer.services@dartford.gov.uk.  We 
welcome calls via Typetalk  
 


